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INTRODUCTION

The Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of the University of Zagreb (hereinafter: VEFUNIZG) aims
to position itself as an equal-opportunity environment. In such an environment, pluralism,
and non-discrimination concerning sex, race, ethnicity, nationality, language, religion,
convictions, functional capabilities, sexual orientation, gender identity and age need to
prevail. It is an environment where mutual respect and justice are to be observed.

Gender equality is one of the key principles of the European Union, and it is also included in
the fundamental provisions of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia.

The European Commission has passed several strategies for the equality of men and women
over the years. The latest Gender Equality Strategy, which covers the period from 2020 —
2025, presents policy objectives and actions to make significant progress towards a gender-
equal Europe by 2025.

Gender equality, as one of the 20 key principles of the European social rights pillar, aims to
achieve the following:

e Equal pay for equal work or work of equal value

e Equal treatment and opportunities for women and men in all areas, including:
o Labour market
o Employment conditions
o Career path.

In its Gender Equality Strategy 2020 — 2025, the European Commission refers to the need to
adopt and implement institutional gender equality plans for research as one of the measures
to guarantee the respective institution’s commitment to promoting gender equality. This is,
among others, a precondition to ensure financing from the framework programme for
research and innovation — Horizon Europe.

Therefore, the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of the University of Zagreb hereby adopts its
Gender Equality Plan 2023 — 2027 (hereinafter: Plan) to align its institutional activities with
the policy guidelines of a gender-equal Europe, taking into account the internal capabilities
of VEFUNIZG and the national legal framework for science and education. We are aware of
the currently unequal gender representation in certain areas of VEFUNIZG’s activity and we
will endeavour to boost a culture of gender equality in the upcoming period. We will also try
to improve our organisational culture and activities aiming to facilitate the work-life balance
for our employees and students.

The Plan includes measures and activities that will contribute, to the extent possible, to the
fulfilment of the goals of the European Commission’s Gender Equality Strategy 2020 — 2025.

The key strategic areas of VEFUNIZG's Gender Equality Plan are the following:

1. Gender equality in institutional processes




2. Gender equality in research
3. Institutional gender equality culture with the balance of one’s personal life and
business obligations

Several goals have been chosen for each of the strategic areas, with proposed activities and
responsibilities for implementation as well as the planned implementation deadlines.

The terms used in this Plan denoting any gender, apply equally to female and male gender.




STRATEGIC GUIDELINES

EU — Gender Equality Strategy 2020 — 2025

EU — Gender Equality Strategy 2018 — 2023

Horizon Europe Programme

European Charter for Researchers and the Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of
Researchers and Human Resources Strategy for Researchers (HRS4R)

Global Gender Gap Report (World Economic Forum) (2023)

UN’s Global Sustainable Development Goals until 2030 (Goal 2: Zero hunger, Goal 5: Gender
equality; Goal 8: Decent work and economic growth; Goal 10: Reduced inequalities)
International Labour Organisation's Convention on Combatting Violence and Harassment at
Work — a new document is in preparation

Strategy of Education, Science and Technology of the Republic of Croatia (2014)

National Development Strategy of the Republic of Croatia until 2030

National Plan of the Republic of Croatia for the Fight Against Discrimination for the period
from 2017 to 2022

Development Strategy of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of the University of Zagreb for
the period from 2022 — 2027

The Code of Ethics of the University of Zagreb (2007)

The Constitution of the Republic of Croatia (Article 3) (Official Gazette of the Republic of
Croatia, Nos. 56/90, 135/97, 08/98, 113/00, 124/00, 28/01, 41/01, 55/01, 76/10, 85/10,
05/14) '

Discrimination Protection Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Croatia, Nos. 85/08,
112/12)

Gender Equality Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Croatia, Nos. 82/08, 69/17)

Labour Act (Official Gazette of the Republic of Croatia, Nos. 93/14, 127/17, 98/19, 151/22,
64/23)

Act on Higher Education and Scientific Activity (119/22)

Act on Pay for Public Services (Official Gazette of the Republic of Croatia, Nos. 27/01, 39/09)
National Plan of Fight Against Discrimination for the period from 2017 — 2022

Collective Agreement for Science and Higher Education (2019) — a new document is in
preparation

Basic Collective Agreement for Civil Servants and Employees in Public Services (2022)
Statute of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine (2023)

Regulations on Internal Systematisation of Employment Positions at the Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine of the University of Zagreb (2019)

Regulations on Work (Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, 2015)
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Specialist Studies Council 8 8 8 8 8 8

Specialist Studies in English Council / / / / 6 13
Biosafety Committee 6 3 6 3 8 2
Committee for Implementing Academic Mobility / / / / 1 )

Activities at the University of Zagreb

Pursuant to Article 31 of the Statute of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, the University of Zagreb, the Faculty Council at its 1° regular session,
held on 25 October 2023, adopted The Gender Equality Plan of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine of the University of Zagreb.
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